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BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

f 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  F^eport  on 
the  health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  during  the 
year  1904,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  and 
Requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  LECHMERE  AISDERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Office, 


Doncastee,  Fehruarij,  1905. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

01^'  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


PHYSICAL  FEATUEES  AND  GENEEAL  CHAEACTEE  OF  DISTEICT. 

The  Urban  District  of  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  is  situated  to  the  South  of  the  Borough  of  Doncaster, 
being  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  parish  of  Warmsworth,  on  the  East  by  the  parish  of  Loversall,  and  on 
the  West  the  Eiver  Don. 

The  majority  of  the  population  are  employed  at  the  Great  Northern  Eailway  Company’s  Engineering 
and  Wagon  Building  Works  in  Doncaster,  but  a large  Brass  and  Iron  Foundry,  several  Wagon  W’^orks,  a 
Wire  Company,  Brickworks,  &c.,  provide  employment  for  a considerable  proportion  of  the  residents. 
Balby  contains  a number  of  villas,  which  are  mostly  occupied  by  persons  engaged  in  business  in  Doncaster 
and  other  towns  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  subsoil  is  mainly  of  red  sand.  Balby  slopes  away  from  Doncaster 
and  Sheffield  main  road  to  the  South-east,  where  a portion  of  the  land  is  very  low  and  not  under-drained, 
the  height  above  the  sea  level  being  19  feet.  The  highest  point  in  Balby  is  about  105  feet  above  the  sea 
level.  Hexthorpe,  which  is  on  the  Don  side  of  the  Great  Central  Eailway,  has  a subsoil  of  clay  and  shale, 
or  loosely  bedded  limestone.  The  district  is  more  even  in  formation,  and  is  about  42  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

The  entire  area  of  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  is  1,613  acres.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
last  Census  was  1,445,  with  an  average  number  of  persons  per  house  of  4-6. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  at  the  middle  of  last  year  was  7,597,  showing 
an  increase  of  876  over  the  6,781  of  the  census  year,  1891.  Considerable  as  the  increase  appears,  there 
is  little  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  an  over  estimate ; on  the  contrary,  testing  the  population  by  other 
methods,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  increase  is  considerably  higher.  The  growth  of  the  District 
has  continued  to  make  rapid  strides ; 56  plans  for  new  houses  having  been  passedby  your  Council  last 
year,  in  comparison  with  111  in  1903,  and  52  in  1902. 

BIETH  EATE. 

During  1904,  213  births  were  registered  in  the  district,  of  which  number,  108  were  males  and 
105  were  females.  In  1903,  243  births  occurred,  and  the  average  number  of  births  for  the  preceding 
8 years  was  226.  This  year’s  return  is  the  lowest  since  1896,  when  only  190  children  were  born.  The 
birth  rate  for  this  year  is  28-0  per  1,000,  a rate  which  is  by  far  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  district.  The 
average  rate  for  the  preceding  eight  years  standing  at  no  less  a figure  than  34-9.  The  extremes  for  the 
years  concerned  being  37-5  in  1897,  and  33  in  1903.  Considerable  as  the  decrease  for  this  year  is,  the 
birth-rate  for  Balby-with-Hexthorpe  is  by  far  the  highest  of  the  three  Urban  Districts  under  my 
supervision.  The  various  rates  are : — 


BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE  

28-0 

DONCASTEE  

24-7 

WHEATLEY 

25-4 

THE  COMBINED  TOWNSHIP  

27-9 

DEATH  EATE. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  no  fewer  than  178  deaths  occurred,  yielding  w’hat  appears  to  be 
the  high  death  rate  of  23-4  per  1,000  ; but,  from  the  178  deaths  have  to  be  subtracted  70  deaths  of 
non-residents,  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  district,  and  to  it  have  to  be  added  8 deaths  of  residents 
registered  in  similar  Institutions  outside  the  District.  When  this  is  done,  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
belonging  to  the  District  is  reduced  to  116,  making  the  death  rate  for  1904,  15‘2.  This  rate  is  very 
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little  higher  than  the  average  rate  (14:-6)  of  the  preceding  eight  years,  and  compares  favourably  with 
the  rate  (16-6)  of  1903.  The  various  death  rates  of  the  various  divisions  of  the  Township  are  as 
follows  : — 


BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE 

15-2 

DONCASTEE  

15-7 

W’HEATLEY 

10-1 

COMBINED  TOWNSHIP 

15-0 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

16-2 

INFANTILE  MOETALITY. 

During  1901,  the  deaths  of  34  children  under  12  months  of  age  were  recorded,  a figure  which 
marks  a considerable  decrease  below  the  previous  year’s  return,  when  45  deaths  occurred.  No  decrease 
is  shown  when  the  average  number  for  the  previous  8 years  is  taken,  this  year’s  return  and  the  average 
number  both  standing  at  the  same  figure,  namely,  34.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  this  year  works 
out  at  159  per  1,000,  a considerably  reduced  rate  on  the  185T  of  the  previous  twelve  months,  but  still 
exhibiting  an  increase  over  the  average  rate  (151 -6)  of  the  preceding  8 years.  These  figures  are  far  too 
high.  Only  twice,  in  1899  and  1901,  during  the  9 years  under  review,  have  they  sunk  to  anything 
approaching  normal  limits,  the  unavoidable  Infantile  Mortality  Eate  being  taken  at  100,  when  rates  of 
115  and  105  were  recorded.  Vigorous  efforts  are  being  made  in  many  places  to  reduce  this  great 
waste  of  infantile  life  which  annually  occurs,  the  measures  adopted  embracing  the  circulation  of  cards 
of  instruction  as  to  the  feeding  of  infants,  the  employment  of  special  female  assistants,  who  give  verbal 
instructions  regarding  the  feeding  of  infants  and  many  sanitary  matters  connected  with  the  home;  the 
establishment  of  sterilised  milk  depots,  at  which  milk  specially  prepared  for  infants  can  be  obtained  ; 
the  improvement  of  slum  property,  and  special  attention  to  Scavenging.  In  many  towns,  special 
visits  of  inquiry  are  also  made  after  the  death  of  each  infant  under  1 year  of  age,  with  a view 
to  ascertaining  whether  the  death  should  be  classified  as  “unavoidable”  or  “preventable.” 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Eates  for  the  various  divisions  of  the  Township,  and  for  England 


and  Wales,  are  as  follows  : — 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE  1590 

DONCASTEE 163-5 

WHEATLEY 103-7 

COMBINED  TOWNSHIP 1560 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES  146-0 


DEATHS  FEOM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  term  Zymotic  Death  Eate  covers  the  Death  Eate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  namely  : — Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  “ Fever  ” (Typhus, 
simple  continued,  and  Enteric),  and  Diarrhoea. 

The  rate  is  a popular,  but  very  unsafe,  standard  of  the  health  of  a community,  as  it  is  liable 
to  great  fluctuation,  according  to  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  one  or  other  of  the  diseases  mentioned. 
It  may,  however,  be  safely  held  that  a high  death  rate  from  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Diarrhoea, 
implies  a defective  sanitary  state,  if  accidental  or  temporary  causes,  such  as  climatic  conditions,  or 
accidental  contaminations  of  milk  or  water,  can  be  excluded. 

Zymotic  Diseases  w'ere  responsible  for  9 deaths  last  year,  which  gives  a Zymotic  death  rate  of 
11  per  1,000.  These  figures  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  when  21 
deaths  were  due  to  this  cause,  yielding  a death  rate  of  no  less  than  2-9  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  were  5,  Measles  3,  and  Enteric  Fever  1.  In  1903  the  21  deaths 
were: — Diarrhoea  8,  Diphtheria  5,  Whooping  Cough  7,  and  Measles  1. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Eate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1-94. 

DEATHS  FEOM  TUBEECULAE  DISEASE. 

A satisfactory  decrease  is  also  shown  in  the  deaths  due  to  Tubercular  Disease.  During  1904, 
10  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause,  of  which  number,  8 were  due  to  Phthisis,  and  2 to  other  Tubercular 
l;i:seases.  In  1903,  16  deaths,  8 from  Phthisis,  and  8 from  other  Tubercular  Diseases,  were  registered. 

As  116  deaths  of  residents  occurred  last  year,  it  will  he  seen  that  1 death  out  of  every  9 
wa‘.  due  to  Tuljercular  Disease  in  one  shape  or  another.  In  1903,  1 death  out  of  8 was  due  to 
Tubercular  Disease.  ’The  ifiithisis  Death  Eate  foi-  1904  is  105  per  1,000,  iti  contrast  with  TO  in  1903;  the 
'riilK-reiilar  Iteatli  Pale  ('exclusiv(!  of  I’hthisis)  0-26  per  1,000,  in  conii-ast  with  TO  in  1903;  and  the 
eombiued  'rul^ercular  Iteath  Itate  1-31,  in  contiast  with  21  in  1903. 
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The  following  Table  readily  shows  the  extent  to  which  Tubercular  Disease  is  present  in  our 
midst  : — 


COMBINED  TOWNSHIP*. 

DONCASTER,  BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE,  AND  WHEATLEY. 

Deaths  at  various  Age-periods  from  Tubercular  Diseases  in  the  year  lOOi,  loith  average  for  preceding  3 
years,  compared  ivith  deaths  from  Miasmatic  Diseases,  and  from  all  causes. 


Year. 

Numbek  of  Deaths. 

Proportion 
of  Deaths 
from  Tuber- 
cular Diseases 
to  Deaths 
from  all  causes 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

All 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

All 

[ Miasmatic 
j Diseases. 

All 

Causes. 

1904 

38 

17 

55 

55 

628 

1 

: 11-4 

All  Ages. 

Average 

1901-3. 

46 

24 

70 

66 

615 

1 

: 8-7 

Infant 

1904 

0 

9 

9 

40 

221 

' 1 

: 24-5 

Period 

Average 

! 

0-5  years. 

1901-3. 

5 

18 

23 

49 

238 

1 

: 10-3 

School 

1904 

3 

3 

6 

2 

17  i 

' 1 

; 2-8 

Period 

Average 

5-15  years. 

1901-3. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

21 

1 

: 5-2 

Adolescent 

1904 

9 

3 

12 

4 

32 

1 

: 2-6 

Period 

Average 

15-25  yrs. 

1901-3. 

8 

1 

9 

1 

25 

1 

: 2-7 

Mature 

1904 

24 

2 

26 

5 

192 

1 

: 7-3 

Period 

Average 

25-65  yrs. 

1901-3. 

30 

3 

33 

8 

185 

1 

: 5-6 

Post- 

1904 

2 

0 

2 

4 

166 

1 

: 83 

Mature 

Period 

Average 

65  + years. 

1901-3.  j 

1 

0 

1 

5 

146 

1 

: 146 

From  the  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  a very  considerable  decrease  occurred  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Tubercular  Disease  during  the  past  twelve  months,  when  compared  with  the  average 
number  of  cases  of  the  previous  three  years.  Altogether,  55  deaths,  38  from  Phthisis,  and  17  from 
other  Tubercular  causes,  being  registered,  in  contrast  with  an  average  number  of  70  deaths ; 46  from 
Phthisis,  and  24  from  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  This  improvement  is  more  fully  manifested,  when 
it  is  seen  that  while  in  former  years  1 out  of  every  8 deaths  was  due  to  Tubercular  Disease,  in  1904 
only  1 death  out  of  II  was  ascribed  to  this  type  of  disease. 


The  principal  decrease  occurred  in  the  Infant  Period  (0-5  years).  No  deaths  from  Phthisis, 
and  9 from  other  Tubercular  Disease,  being  registered  last  year,  in  contrast  with  5 and  18  as  the 
respective  averages  for  the  former  years,  and  whereas  1 death  out  of  every  10  was  certified  as  due  to 
Tubercle  in  1904. 

A considerable  increase  is  shown  in  the  School  Period  of  life  (5-15  years),  when,  out  of  17 
deaths  which  occurred  from  all  causes,  no  less  than  6,  or  one-third  of  the  number,  were  due  to  this 
cause  alone.  In  the  Adolescent  Period  (15-25  years),  a considerable  increase  is  also  shown,  12  deaths 
having  been  registered,  in  contrast  with  an  average  number  of  9 in  former  years.  At  the  Mature 
(25  to  65)  and  Post-mature  Periods  of  life,  considerable  decreases  are  shown  in  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  this  disease. 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  chart  shows  a very  marked  decrease  in  the  occurrence  of  fatal  cases 
of  Tubercular  Disease,  a disease  against  which,  and  this  is  being  abundantly  made  manifest,  it  is 
possible  to  wage  a successful  w'ar. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  42  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  by  Medical 
practitioners.  In  1903,  39  cases  were  registered.  Of  the  42  cases,  25  occurred  in  Balby,  and  17  in 
Hexthorpe.  Although  a slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  is  thus  indicated,  it  is 
extremely  gratifying  to  note  that  no  increases  are  shown  in  what  are  often  described  as  the  dirt 
diseases,  namely  : — Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Erysipelas.  From  Diphtheria,  only  7 cases  were 
notified,  in  contrast  with  15  last  year.  Enteric  Fever  gave  6 cases,  in  contrast  with  7 last  year, 
and  this  figure  is  the  more  noteworthy  when  contrasted  with  the  figures  of  1901  and  1902. 


Three  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  within  the  District. 


The  increase  in  Infectious  Disease  has  been  entirely  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  an  epidemic  of  a 
singularly  mild  type  of  which  was  prevalent  in  the  Borough  of  Doncaster  during  the  latest  months 
of  the  year.  So  mild,  in  fact,  that  many  of  the  cases  were  unrecognisable  in  the  early  and  more 
infectious  stages  of  the  disease,  with  the  result  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  take  measures  which 
in  ordinary  epidemics  would  have  stamped  out  the  disease.  Early  notification  being  of  primary 
importance. 

The  following  table  gives  full  particulars  of  the  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  which  has  occurred 
in  your  Distict,  since  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  office  : — 


1901. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

1902. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

1903. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

1904. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

District. 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Balby. 

Hexth’pe 

Balby. 

Hexth’pe 

0 

1 

4 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

5 

15 

Diphtheria  ... 

7 

2 

5 

1 

3 

37 

30 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

20 

6 

11 

3 

18 

23 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

1 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

3 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

66 

64 

39 

42 

25 

17 

12 

8 

SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  of  this  Disease  occurred  within  your  District  during  the  past  year.  This  is  the 
more  noteworthy  from  the  fact  that  the  large  Workhouse  of  the  Union  is  within  your  bounds,  and 
that  cases  of  the  disease  were,  in  the  first  stages  of  the  Epidemic  in  the  West  Biding,  principally 
found  in  the  members  of  the  vagrant  class. 


The  Epidemic  of  Small-pox  in  the  West  Biding  appears  at  the  time  of  writing  to  be  dying 
down,  hut  I cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  once  more  stating  my  opinion  that  in  vaccination 
and  re-vaccination  alone  is  safety  to  he  found  against  what  is,  in  an  unvaccinated  person,  a most 
dread  disease.  Properly  successful  vaccination  at  infancy,  and  re-vaccination  every  ten  years,  would 
stamp  out  the  disease  from  the  Country. 


It  hardly  appears  to  he  necessary  at  the  present  day  to  bring  forward  any  arguments  in  favour 
of  vaccination,  hut  I cannot  resist  quoting  from  a recently  published  report  upon  the  spread  of  Small-pox 
among  school  children  in  the  Borough  of  Ossett,  by  Dr.  Kaye  and  Dr.  Greenwood,  where  the  following 
sentence  occurs,  “ In  Standard  IV.,  the  circumstances  furnished  an  almost  possible  experiment,  which 
it  is  not  jjossihle  for  investigators  to  carry  out  for  themselves.  We  had  here  the  introduction  of  a 
case  of  Small-pox  into  a class  of  children,  some  of  whom  were  unvaccinated,  and  the  rest  vaccinated. 
Every  one  of  the  former  promptly  took  the  disease,  while  all  the  vaccinated  scholars  escaped.” 

DIPIITIIEEIA. 

Cases  of  Diphtlieria  exhibit  a very  satisfactory  decrease.  Only  7 cases  having  been  notified 
during  the  past  12  months,  in  contrast  with  15  in  1903.  Of  the  7 cases,  2 occurred  in  Balby,  and  5 in 
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Hexthorpe.  Of  these,  4 were  treated  in  Hospital,  and  3 at  home.  The  houses  were  thoroughly  examined, 
with  the  result  that  no  sanitary  defects  were  discovered.  I have,  however,  again  to  point  out  that 
there  are  far  too  many  instances  within  the  district  where  fowls  and  animals  are  kept  in  the  proximity 
of  houses,  in  spaces  far  too  small  for  them.  Where  this  is  done,  pollution  of  the  soil  is  a certain  result, 
wdth  a very  strong  predisposing  cause  of  such  diseases  as  Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup  hereby 
induced.  The  Inspector  ought  to  pay  increased  attention  to  nuisances  arising  from  such  causes. 

SCAELET  EEVEE. 

26  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  1904,  in  contrast  with  9 in  1903.  20  of  the  cases  occurred 

in  Balby,  and  6 in  Hexthorpe ; and  14  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital.  The  cases  were 
nearly  all  of  an  extremely  mild  form.  The  disease  first  originated  within  the  Borough,  from  which 
infection  generally  spread  to  your  District.  The  epidemic  was  nearly  altogether  arrested  in  the  Christmas 
holiday,  but  with  the  re-opening  of  the  schools  once  more  manifested  itself.  The  type  of  the  disease 
has  been  so  mild  that,  in  a large  majority  of  the  cases,  the  children  have  practically  not  been  confined 
to  bed,  and  there  is  every  likelihood  that  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  were  overlooked, 
or,  at  all  events,  overlooked  until  the  period  of  desquamation  had  set  in.  As  early  notification  is 
required,  if  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  to  be  arrested,  it  is  at  once  evident  that  in  this  case  it  was 
practically  impossible  to  do  much  to  stay  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

ENTEEIC  FEVEE. 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  note  that  only  6 cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  within  the  District  in 
1904.  In  1903,  7 cases  occurred,  but  in  1902  no  less  than  23  cases  were  notified,  and  in  1901,  18. 
Of  the  6 cases,  only  1 occurred  in  Balby.  Only  2 of  the  Typhoid  patients  were  treated  in  Hospital, 
the  remaining  cases  being  isolated  at  home. 

PUEEPEEAL  FEVEE. 

No  cases  of  this  Disease  were  notified  last  year.  In  1903,  1 case  occurred. 

EEYSIPELAS. 

Three  cases  of  Erysipelas,  2 from  Balby,  and  1 from  Hexthorpe,  were  notified.  In  1903, 
3 cases  occurred. 


VOLUNTAEY  NOTIFICATION  OF  PHTHISIS. 

(CONSUMPTION  OF  THE  LUNGS.) 

The  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  came  into  force  in  this  district  on  January  1st,  1903. 
The  notification  being  confined  to  cases  of  Tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs.  For  such  information 
the  customary  notification  fee  is  paid,  and,  in  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  over 
questions  of  diagnosis,  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  the  sputum,  as  determined  by  bacteriological 
examination,  is  made  the  basis  of  such  notification.  For  such  examination,  the  County  Council  Authority 
provides  facility  free  of  charge  to  all  practitioners.  I am  glad  to  note  that  this  privilege  is  largely  taken 
advantage  of  by  many  medical  practitioners  in  the  town,  although  one  or  two  methodically  dispense  with  it. 

Only  4 cases  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  On  receipt  of  the  notification,  the 
house  IS  visited  and  inspected,  and  necessary  measures  of  disinfection  or  other  precautions  ascertained. 
As  the  utmost  pains  are  taken  to  act  in  complete  agreement  with  the  notifying  practitioner,  and  as 
the  examination  of  the  house,  surroundings,  &c.,  cannot  but  act  in  the  patient’s  benefit,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a much  more  active  response  will  be  made  to  the  Council’s  request  to  practitioners  to 
notify  this  disease. 

In  1903,  3 cases  of  Consumption  were  notified. 

ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  of  Doncaster,  the  Urban  District  of  Balby-with-Hexthorpe 

has  the  right  to  remove  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  to  either  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals 

belonging  to  the  former  body.  The  Hospitals  include  an  excellent  Small-pox  Hospital,  modern  in 
construction,  and  thoroughly  complete,  at  Balby,  and  Carr  House  Hospital,  situated  just  outside  the 
Borough,  in  the  district  of  Carr  House  and  Elmfield.  Carr  House  Hospital  was  originally  a residental 
house,  and  w'hile  its  construction  renders  it  somewhat  costly  and  difficult  to  manage,  in  other  respects 
it  makes  a very  suitable  Hospital  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  of  Doncaster  also  includes  the  disinfection  of  Bedding 
and  Clothing  from  houses  where  the  disease  occurs,  by  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  Carr  House  Hospital. 
Of  the  42  cases  of  “fever”  notified,  20  were  treated  in  Hospitals  at  Carr  House  and  at  Balby. 

In  1903  no  less  than  19  were  treated  at  Carr  House,  and  4 at  Balby.  In  1902,  44  cases  were 

treated  at  Carr  House,  and  1 at  Balby. 
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SURVEYOR’S  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT, 
For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1904. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  370 

Serious  Nuisances  Found  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ventilation  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unpaved  and  Dirty  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Many  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district  have  been  dealt  with ; also,  a number  of  filthy 
houses  cleansed,  and  the  tenants  called  upon  afterwards  to  see  that  the  same  state  of  things  does 
not  recur.  A large  amount  of  complaints  have  been  received  and  dealt  with  as  regards  the  keeping 
of  pigs.  Some  of  the  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Council,  others  have  been  dealt  with 
before  that  stage  has  been  reached  ; the  pig-keepers  having  been  seen  and  cautioned  by  the  Sanitaiy 
Inspector,  and  frequent  visits  paid  to  see  that  the  suggestions  have  been  carried  out  concerning 
cleanliness,  &c. 

Four  privy  middens  have  beeir  pulled  down,  and  w.c.’s  erected  in  their  stead.  At  one  of  the 
Eailway  Company’s  Sidings  a block  of  w.c.’s  and  urinal  accommodation  for  their  employees  has  been 
erected,  and  a very  insanitary  building  done  away  with. 

One  nuisance  has  been  partly  abated  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  Council  are  now  in 
negotiation  with  the  owners  for  the  completion  of  the  work. 

WATEE  DEPAETMENT. 

The  whole  of  the  District  is  now  supplied  with  town’s  water,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
houses  supplied  from  wells,  the  water  from  which  has  been  analysed,  and  found  to  contain  no 
impurities. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  the  following  Buildings  : — 56  Houses,  2 Shops,  1 Hotel,  2 Stables, 
1 Extension  to  Wire  Works,  1 Extension  to  Brick  Works,  1 Boat  House,  1 Addition  to  Brass  Works, 
1 Addition  to  Steam  Laundry,  and  Alterations  to  2 Houses. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

After  the  removal  of  each  case  of  Fever,  the  house  is  thoroughly  disinfected,  the  ashpit  emptied 
and  disinfected,  the  drains  thoroughly  flushed  with  town’s  water,  and  the  yards  swilled  down  with  a 
liberal  supply  of  town’s  water,  to  which  is  added  a small  percentage  of  disinfectant.  It  would  be  well 
for  the  Council  to  do  more  of  the  swilling  down  and  cleansing  of  narrow  Backways  and  Alleys,  also 
small  courts  in  the  district,  especially  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  no  doubt  this  would  minimise 
the  tendency  for  outbreaks  of  Fever  in  the  crowded  portions  of  our  Township. 

SEWEE  FLUSHING. 

This  matter  has  now  had  the  more  serious  attention  of  the  Council  than  it  has  in  past  years  ; 
certain  of  the  sewers  being  flushed  weekly  with  town’s  w’ater,  and  none  in  our  district  is  allowed  to  go 
without  flushing  for  more  than  one  month  at  a time.  The  whole  of  the  side  gullies  in  the  Main  Streets 
and  Jhickways  are  regularly  cleared  of  sediment,  which  is  taken  away  in  the  sludge  cart,  and  tipped 
on  the  land  at  the  outskirts  of  the  district.  After  each  gully  has  been  emptied,  it  is  again  filled  wuth 
clean  water,  to  which  is  added  a very  small  percentage  of  disinfectant  fluid. 

The  Council  own  two  flushing  and  watering  vans  combined,  their  capacity  being  300  gallons 
each.  One  sludge  tippler  cart  is  used  for  gully  cleaning,  and  the  Council  have  had  under  consideration 
the  purchasitig  of  another  one. 


SEWEES  AND  DEAINS. 

Tlie  only  length  of  Sewer  that  has  been  laid  during  the  year  is  the  one  to  the  Doncaster  Wire 
Works,  in  Carr  Hill;  several  smaller  paii'S  having  been  done,  though,  to  existing  sewers.  Disc  Valves 
have  been  fixed  at  certain  j)oints  to  utilise  sewage  for  sewer  flusbing,  where  the  flushing  vans  cannot 
l>e  taken,  viz.,  on  private  j)i’oj)erty  where  our  sewers  are  laid. 


11 


An  extension  of  the  Surface  Water  Drain  has  been  made  for  a distance  of  about  200  yards  on 
the  Warmsworth  Eoad,  under  orders  from  the  County  Council.  A scheme  is  now  being  prepared 
for  the  Surface  Water  Drainage  of  Tickhill  Road.  Twelve  Ventilating  Shafts,  6in.  in  diameter  and 
30  feet  above  ground  level,  have  been  erected  in  the  district.  These  have  been  examined  and  tested 
from  time  to  time,  and  are  found  to  be  doing  excellent  service,  as  regai’ds  the  carrying  off  the  foul  gases 
from  our  sewers.  In  my  opinion,  the  Council  would  do  good  work  in  ordering  more  of  these  shafts 
to  be  erected  at  certain  points  of  the  township. 

Several  lengths  of  Sewers  have  been  cleansed  with  rods  to  take  away  any  accumulation  of 
sediment  that  flushing  has  not  entirely  removed. 

SEWAGE  FARM  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  have  been  paying  special  attention  to  this  department  during  the  last  year.  The 
far  portion  of  the  Farm  is  now  laid  out  in  five  level  plots,  with  a small  settling  tank  formed  from  the 
natural  soil  at  a small  cost.  This  will  retain  a great  portion  of  the  solids,  thus  obviating  the  necessity 
of  putting  the  raw  sewage  direct  on  to  the  land. 

The  Farm  is  now  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  and  during  the  year  several  crops  have 
been  grown  there  which  have  realised  a profit.  The  Council  have  taken  into  their  sewer  the  effluent 
from  the  Wire  Works,  a sample  of  which  was  analysed,  and  found  to  contain  no  detrimental  matter, 
although  the  effect  can  be  seen  at  our  disposal  works  on  the  surface  of  the  land,  but  we  are  not  in  a 
position  yet  to  say  whether  that  effect  will  be  for  or  against  us.  That  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  after 
further  trials  and  working. 

The  near  portion  of  the  Farm  has  now  been  put  in  hand  for  under  draining  and  levelling  pm-poses, 
and  the  W'ork  is  being  steadily  proceeded  with.  The  one  chief  item  the  Council  ought  not  to  overlook 
is  the  putting  down  of  proper  settling  tanks,  for  the  precipitation  of  the  solids  before  the  sewage  is 
put  on  to  the  land.  This  would  be  of  very  great  benefit  in  the  dealing  with  the  class  of  sewage  we 
now  have,  also  be  of  more  benefit  to  the  land. 

STREET  WORKS. 

During  the  year  the  Council  has  put  in  order  the  Backways  behind  Furnivall  Road,  Balby, 
under  Section  150,  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  The  flagging  of  Victoria  Eoad,  Balby,  has  been 
completed,  under  agreement  with  the  owners. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  putting  in  order  of  the  Backways  behind  Cross  Bank  and 
Great  Central  Avenue  ; also  the  street  called  Woodfield  Lane. 

On  the  new  estates  laid  out  by  the  Doncaster  Corporation,  several  Backways  will  shortly  be 
ready  for  making  up. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  District  is  at  present  carried  out  by  Contractors  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  privies  and  ashpits  are  emptied,  at  least,  once  in  every 
three  months,  and  in  the  Kelham  Street  District  once  in  every  two  months,  and  if  required  they 
are  emptied  oftener. 

The  whole  of  the  nightsoil  is  now  taken  entirely  out  of  the  district,  and  tipped  on  to  land 
free  of  cost  to  the  farmer.  There  has  been  no  complaints  as  regards  the  tipping  of  nightsoil  during 
the  year.  The  Bell  Cart  material  is  disposed  of  by  being  tipped  into  a disused  quarry  outside  the 
Council’s  area. 

The  matter  of  taking  the  Scavenging  of  the  District  into  the  Council’s  own  hands  is  now  having 
consideration,  and  no  doubt,  in  the  near  future,  a scheme  will  be  submitted  for  the  Council’s  approval 
or  disapproval.  Particulars  have  been  obtained  from  many  Urban  Districts  in  Yorkshire,  and, 
after  being  tabulated,  were  sent  out  to  each  member  of  the  Council  for  his  perusal.  The  number 
of  loads  of  Nightsoil  and  Rubbish  collected  during  the  last  four  years  is,  as  follows  : — 


Nightsoil. 

Rubbish. 

Total. 

1901... 

955 

450 

1405 

1902... 

1076 

324 

1400 

1903... 

1005 

418 

1423 

1904... 

1053 

353 

1406 

Or,  an  average  of  1,022-25  Loads  of  Nightsoil,  and  394-25  Loads  of  Rubbish  for  the  four  years. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  9 Cowsheds  in  the  District,  and  these  are  visited  to  ascertain  their  state  as  regards 
cleanliness,  etc.  ; on  the  whole  they  are  in  a satisfactory  state,  and  any  suggestions  that  have  been 
made  as  to  alterations,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out. 
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The  manure  is  now  moved  much  more  often  than  was  the  case  some  years  ago,  and  the 
surroundings  of  the  sheds  or  lairs  are  kept  in  a more  cleanly  state. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

,The  Council  have  had  to  warn  several  Factory  Owners  re  the  turning  out  of  dense  smoke 
from  their  chimneys,  and  have  been  successful  in  getting  the  output  of  thick  black  smoke  minimised, 
and  observations  are  taken  periodically,  and  if  it  is  found  that  the  owners  are  again  beginning  to  transgress, 
they  are  warned,  and  it  is  generally  found  that  they  do  their  utmost  to  meet  the  Council’s  wishes. 

A Circular  was  issued  during  the  year  asking  the  Proprietors  of  Works  to  help  the  Council  to 
keep  down  this  nuisance. 

PACTOEIES  AND  WOEKSHOPS. 

Inspections  are  made  at  frequent  intervals  of  the  several  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  one  defective  drain  was  remedied  in  connection  with  a Bakehouse. 

A Fire  Escape  has  been  fixed  at  one  of  the  largest  Factories  in  the  district,  in  compliance 
with  notice  served  upon  the  owners,  it  is  of  the  zigzag  pattern,  and  made  of  Wrought  Iron,  doors 
made  to  open  each  way  (inwards  or  outwards),  to  give  access  to  a landing  at  each  storey  in  connection 
with  the  ladder. 

The  whole  of  the  factories  have,  in  connection  with  their  works,  w.c.’s  for  use  of  the  workpeople, 
except  one ; the  officials  are  now  taking  this  one  place  in  hand,  and  will  suggest  to  the  owners  the 
advisability  of  putting  in  wuc.’s  at  an  early  date. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE. 


Population 
estimated 
to  middle 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 

IN  the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths  of 
Residents 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 
ing the  district. 

Year. 

Under  1 Year  I 
of  Age.  1 

At  all  Ages. 

in 

Public 

residents 

registered 

registered 
in  public 

of  each 
Y'ear. 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate* 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

regist’d 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate.* 

Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

in  Public 
Institu- 
uons  in  the 
District. 

Institu- 

tions 

be-rond 

the 

District. 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate.* 

1896. 

5,588 

190 

34 

27 

142 

68 

12-1 

4 

4 

5 

69 

12-3 

1897. 

5,839 

219 

37-5 

37 

169 

84 

14-3 

3 

3 

5 

86 

14-7 

1898. 

6,090 

220 

361 

33 

150 

73 

11.9 

0 

0 

1 

74 

12-1 

1899. 

6,341 

226 

35-6 

26 

115 

88 

13-8 

3 

3 

1 

86  ' ' 

■ 13-5 

1900. 

6,592 

224 

33-9 

43 

192 

113 

17-1 

0 

0 

8 

121 

18-3 

1901. 

6,844 

248 

36-2 

26 

105 

144 

21-0 

56 

41 

_ 

0 

108 

15-7 

1902. 

7,095 

239 

33-6 

37 

154-8 

137 

19-3 

57 

51 

12 

98 

13-6 

1903. 

7,346 

243 

33 

45 

185-1 

163 

22-1 

49 

47 

6 

122 

16-6 

Averages 
for  years 
1896-1903 

6,466 

226 

34-9 

34 

151-6 

108 

16-4 

21 

18 

5 

95 

14-6 

1904. 

7,597 

213 

280 

34 

159 

178 

23-4 

72 

70 

1 

1 ® 

1 

1 

116 

15-2 

Bates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  6,781  at  Census  of  1901. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,445  at  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons,  4‘7  at  Census  of  1901. 

Area  of  District,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water,  1,613  acres. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District  : — 
Union  Workhouse. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District  : — Doncaster 
Infirmary,  Carr  House  (Infectious)  Hospital,  Balby  (Isolation)  Hospital,  and  Wadsley  Asylum. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among  tbe  several  localities  in  tbe 
district ; — General  Infirmary,  Leeds. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District '?  Yes. 


Isolation  Hospital  and  Small-po.v  Hospital,  at  lialhii. 
Infections  Diseases  Hospital,  at  ('are  House  and  l-.,ni 
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TABLE  II. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


TABLE  III. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904. 

BALBY-WITH-HEXTHORPE. 


Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  op  “Besi- 

DENTS,”  WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR 
BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  at 

LONGING  TO 
ING  IN 

ADD  Ages  op  “ Residents  ” be- 

LoCADITIES,  WHETHER  OCCUBR- 
OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total  Deaths 

WHETHER  OF 

Residents  or 
Non- 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Und'r 

1 

year. 

1 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15, 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  anc 
under 
65. 

65  anc 
up- 
w’rds 

Balby 

Hex- 

th'rpe 

' 

“ Eesidents  " 

IN  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 

District. 

Small-pox  

Measles 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup  ... 

Croup  

1 

1 

1 

/Typhus 

1 

Fever- Enteric 

1 

1 

1 

\ Other  continued 

Epidemic  Intluenza  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Cholera 

Plague ... 

Diarrhoea 

5 

5 

3 

2 

Enteritis 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases . 

Phthisis 

8 

1 

4 

3 

3 

5 

6 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

6 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

14 

2 

2 

2 

8 

7 

7 

10 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

4 

1 

1 

7 

4 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

1 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Parturition 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

10 

1 

4 

5 

4 

6 

10 

Accidents 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Suicides 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

34 

14 

3 

3 

6 

8 

16 

18 

36 

All  Causes  . . . 

IIG 

34 

15 

6 

11 

23 

27 

62 

54 

73 

